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The Garcia Center for Polymers at Engineered Interfaces is a
collaboration of eleven academic, industrial, and government
laboratories. TheCenterwasfoundedin 1996and is namedafter the late
QueensCollegeprofessor,NarcisoGarcia,a pioneer in the integration of
education and research. The Garcia Center is funded by the National
Science Foundation as part of its Materials Research Science and
EngineeringCenter(MRSEC)program. Thegoalof the MRSECis to combine
the instrumentation and expertiseof the participating institutions into a
coordinatedresearchprogramon polymer interfacescience. Theprincipal
focusareasincludethin films,coatings,nanocomposites, selfassembled
structures, biomaterials,andtissueengineering.
Theseareasaddressboth the fundamentaland appliedaspectsthat are

relevant to the development of cutting-edge technologies in both
engineeringand medicine. In the community, the missionof the center is
to serve as a valuableresource, providing easyaccessfor technological
assistanceto educationalandindustrialinstitutions. Forinformationon the
numerousprogramsthat areavailable,pleaseseeour websiteat:

http://polymer .matscieng.sunysb.edu

The ResearchScholarProgram offers the opportunity for high school
teachersand studentsto perform researchon the forefronts of polymer
scienceandtechnologytogetherwith the Garciafacultyandstaff. Students
work as part of focusedresearchteamsand are taught to makeoriginal
contributions of interest to the scientific community. In addition to
enteringnationalcompetitions,the studentsare encouragedto publishin
revered scientific journals and present their results at national
conferences.

Ourgoal is to conveyto the studentsthe excitementwe enjoydailyin

research. Theprogramhasno set time limits. Researchisa lifelonglearning
experience, and we hope to remain a resourceto our studentslong after
άƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴέ.
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